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How to build a stylus for a touch screen 

Materials: 

• old plastic pen 
• copper wire, e.g. from an old electric cable (uncovered – remove any shielding) 
• soft conductive material, e.g. household foam like a sponge 
• a pair of scissors or a cutter 

NOTE: The important thing with this project is that the foam you use is conductive. 
Test out by holding the foam and touch the touch screen with it to make sure it is 
conductive enough. If it is then you can proceed. If it is not then you need to 
experiment with different materials before starting. 
 

1. Cut off a small piece of foam a bit wider than the pens tip and about 5cm long. 
 

2. Disassemble the pen. 
 

3. Get a piece of wire about 2.5 times the length of the pen and wrap it around the 
foam. 
 

4. At this point test the raw stylus by rubbing the foam on the tablet touch screen to 
see it works. 

5. Once you’ve checked it works, pull the wire first through the narrow tip of the pen, 
pulling until the foam is up inside the pen with a small amount sticking out like a pen 
tip.  
 

6. Wrap the excess wire that comes out the top of the pen around the outside of the 
pen all the way to the bottom.  
 

7. Secure the end with some tape. Don’t cover all the wire - make sure that your hand 
will contact the wire when you hold the pen. 
 
 

8. You should test it works. If it does you can trim the foam to make a nice tip. 

 

You can create an easier stylus by using a metal pen casing. This eliminates the need for the 
wire, as the pen itself will transport your hand’s static electricity to the foam, which in turn 
will conduct it onto the tablet’s touchscreen. 
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